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1 . S This communication is responsive to communications filed 09/21/04 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-6.12 and 14-18 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 18 June 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with the attorney for applicant, Michael j. D'Aurelio (Reg. No. 40,977) on November 18, 
2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A printing method, comprising: 

determining whether a non-rendered document received in a local 

printer from a portable device via a portable device communications port is 

embodied in a format compatible with the local printer: 

relaying the a non-rendered document from the a local printer to a 

host coupled thereto if the non-rendered document is not embodied in the format 

compatible with the local printer: , th e non - render e d docum e nt b e ing reco i v o d i n 

th e l ocal pr i nter from a portab le d e v i ce v i a a portable d o v i co commun i cat i ons 

port} 

identifying one of a number of applications in the host that is 
compatible with the non-rendered document; 

rendering the non-rendered document with the one of the number of 
applications into a format compatible with the local printer, thereby creating a 
rendered document; and 

sending the rendered document to the local printer for printing. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A printing system, comprising: 

a host and a local printer coupled thereto, the local printer having a 
portable device communications port with which to establish a communications 
link with a portable device; 

means in the local printer for determining whether a non-rendered 
document received in the local printer from the portable device via the portable 
device communications port is embodied in a format compatible with the local 
printer: 

means in the local printer for relaying the a non-rendered document 
r e c ei v e d v i a th e portab le d e v i c e commun i cat i ons port to the host for rendering if 
the non-rendered document is not embodied in the format compatible with the 
local printer : 

means for determining a file type of the non-rendered document; 

means for identifying one of a number of applications in the host that 
is compatible with the file type; 

means in the host for orchestrating a rendering of the non-rendered 
document into a rendered document with a printer format compatible with the 
local printer, the non-rendered document being rendered using the one of the 
number of applications in the host; and 

means in the host for transmitting a rendered document to the local 
printer to be printed. 

17. (Currently Amended) A printing system, comprising: 

a host and a local printer coupled thereto, the local printer having a 
portable device communications port with which to establish a communications 
link with a portable device; 

means in the local printer for determining whether a non-rendered 
document received in the local printer from the portable device via the portable 
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device communications port is embodied in a format compatible with the local 
printer; 

means in the local printer for relaying the a non-rendered document 
rece i ved v i a the portab le d e v i c e commun i cat i ons port to the host for rendering if 
the non-rendered document is not embodied in the format compatible with the 
local printer ; 

means in the host for orchestrating a rendering of the non-rendered 
document into a rendered document with a printer format compatible with the 
local printer, the non-rendered document being rendered using the one of the 
number of applications in the host; 

means in the host for transmitting a rendered document to the local 
printer to be printed; and 

wherein the means in the host for orchestrating the rendering of the 
non-rendered document into the rendered document further comprises means for 
launching the one of the number of applications in the host with instructions to 
print the non-rendered document using the local printer. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

the prior art, individually or in combination does not teach determining whether a 
non-rendered document received in a local printer from a portable device via a portable 
device communications port is embodied in a format compatible with the local printer; 
and relaying the non-rendered document from the local printer to a host coupled thereto 
if the non-rendered document is not embodied in the format compatible with the local 
printer; 

the prior art, individually or in combination does not teach a document relay 
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system in a printer, comprising a logic that determines whether a document received 
from a remote device via a portable device communications port is rendered in a format 
compatible with the printer; and a logic that relays the document to a host to be 
rendered for the printer if the document is not compatible with the printer. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanh Quang Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4154 and whose e-mail address is tanh.nguyen36@uspto.gov. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin, can be reached on (571) 272-2100. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 
for After Final, Official, and Customer Services, or (571 ) 273-4154 for Draft to the 
Examiner (please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Effective May 1, 2003 are new mailing address is: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Effective December 1 , 2003, hand-carried patent application related 
incoming correspondences will be to a centralized location. 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
201 1 South Clark Place 
Customer Window 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1 B03 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 



TQN 

November 1 9, 2004 



